
For a 20’ x 30’ tent, you have approximately 600 square feet of available space.  
Below are estimates on the number of  

people you may fit under a 20’ x 30’ tent in certain situations. 
 
Stand Up / Cocktail Party ~ 120 people 
Buffet Dinner ~ 85 people 
Sit Down w/ Long Tables ~ 60 people 
 *This does not allow for aisles, dance floors , service  
  areas, etc. 

• For standing or cathedral seating, you need to figure  
  5-6 sq. ft. per person. 
• If all guests are going to be seated, you will want  
  10-12 sq. ft. per person 

◊ For a buffet dinner, you need 7-8 sq. ft. per person 
◊ For use of long table, you need 8 sq. ft. per person 
◊ For a sit down dinner w/ 72” round tables, you need  
 8-10 sq. ft. per person 
◊ If you are using 8ft. Banquet tables, you need 12 sq. ft. per person 

• Dance Floors 
◊ For a dinner/dance, you need 4 sq. ft. per person 
◊ For a wedding, you need to figure on 2-3 sq. ft. per person 

∗ To figure out the size of dance floor, figure on a 3x3 section for 4 
people.  So, for 100 people, you would need a 15x15 dance floor. 

• For a platform for speakers, you will need approximately 10 sq. ft. 
• If you are having a band 

◊ You need to figure on 20 sq. ft. for the drum set 
◊ For a piano, you’ll need 30 sq. ft. for a Spinet & 100 sq. ft. for a Grand  
 Piano 

• For the bar area, you will want to average about 30 sq. ft. of space. 


